Joy in Adversity
2 Corinthians 4:6-18 - TPT
6 For God, who said, “Let brilliant light shine out of darkness,” is the one who has cascaded his
light into us—the brilliant dawning light of the glorious knowledge of God as we gaze into the face
of Jesus Christ. 7 We are like common clay jars that carry this glorious treasure within, so that the
extraordinary overflow of power will be seen as God’s, not ours. 8 Though we experience every
kind of pressure, we’re not crushed. At times we don’t know what to do, but quitting is not an
option. 9 We are persecuted by others, but God has not forsaken us. We may be knocked down,
but not out. 10 We continually share in the death of Jesus in our own bodies so that the
resurrection life of Jesus will be revealed through our humanity. 11 We consider living to mean
that we are constantly being handed over to death for Jesus’ sake so that the life of Jesus will be
revealed through our humanity. 12 So, then, death is at work in us but it releases life in you. 13 We
have the same Spirit of faith that is described in the Scriptures when it says, “First I believed, then
I spoke in faith.” So we also first believe then speak in faith. 14 We do this because we are
convinced that he who raised Jesus will raise us up with him, and together we will all be brought
into his presence. 15 Yes, all things work for your enrichment so that more of God’s marvelous
grace will spread to more and more people, resulting in an even greater increase of praise to God,
bringing him even more glory! 16 So no wonder we don’t give up. For even though our outer
person gradually wears out, our inner being is renewed every single day. 17 We view our slight,
short-lived troubles in the light of eternity. We see our difficulties as the substance that produces
for us an eternal, weighty glory far beyond all comparison, 18 because we don’t focus our
attention on what is seen but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but the unseen
realm is eternal.
Paul immediately points to the opening chapter of creation, where God says, “Let there be light.” And his
light invades the formless Black chaos. And now he has “cascaded his light into us—the brilliant
dawning light of the glorious knowledge of God as we gaze into the face of Jesus Christ” The
Father has now deposited the blinding fullness of The Son into us conforming us to the image of Jesus.
Just as God hovered over the waters and brought light into darkness, so he has “rescued us completely
from the tyrannical rule of darkness and has translated us into the kingdom realm of his beloved Son.”
Colossians 1:13 - TPT

“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?
Romans 8:31 - NASB
1: Our Joy is Rooted in His Closeness
1 Peter 4:12-14 - TPT
12 Beloved friends, if life gets extremely difficult, with many tests, don’t be bewildered as though
something strange were overwhelming you. 13 Instead, continue to rejoice, for you, in a measure,
have shared in the sufferings of the Anointed One so that you can share in the revelation of his

glory and celebrate with even greater gladness! 14 If you are insulted because of the name of
Christ, you are greatly blessed, because the Spirit of glory and power, who is the Spirit of God,
rests upon you.
The Aramaic for glory here can be translated as “Shekinah”. Which means “dwelling” or “settling”. The
glory of God dwells and settles on you!
2: Our Joy Is Rooted In His Love
Romans 8:37-39 - NASB
37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38 For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

