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Knowing Him, not His stuff 

 

1 Samuel 4:3  And when the people had come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, 

“Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD from Shiloh to us, that when it comes among us it may save us 

from the hand of our enemies.” 

 

Sometimes it seems like Israel just doesn't get it...not that you or I have ever been like that!         

Imagine thinking that an object, even a venerated one, would be the same as having the Lord 

Himself with you! 

 

The Israelites were defeated, and the Ark captured...for a while.  Then the Presence of God was 

manifested in the lives of the Philistines as judgement...and they sent the Ark back to Israel. 

 

Now here's the weird thing...the Ark stayed in the wrong place in Israel through Samuel's time, 

through King Saul and then was finally brought back in David's reign...after a false 

start...because they didn't trust God to be "nice"! 

 

David even got mad when Uzzah was killed...but the Ark was never supposed to be in a cart...it 

was supposed to be carried on poles…simulating "floating" like the Throne and the Cherubim!  

It *SYMBOLIZED* God, but it wasn't God...it was treated as one of the idols of the nations, 

but not seen as a testimony (it was actually named the Ark of the Testimony)…it was the 

Testimony of the power and presence of God! 

 

Funny thing...Obed-Edom's house was blessed when the Ark was there...but there was death 

when the Ark was transported wrongly.  God is not mocked...what a person sows, that they also 

reap.  Obed-Edom sowed something good, even though the Ark wasn't "home"...David reaped 

death through good intentions! 

I am always reminded that God is not His symbols nor His objects, but He is the Living God... 

 

...We are to know Him…not His stuff!! 



Here’s a case in point… 

Luke 24:13–32   Now behold, two of them [disciples of Jesus] were traveling that same day 

to a village called Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they talked 

together of all these things which had happened. 15 So it was, while they conversed and 

reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were 

restrained, so that they did not know Him.  

17 And He said to them, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one 

another as you walk and are sad?”  
18 Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, “Are You the only 

stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which happened there in these 

days?”  
19 And He said to them, “What things?”  

So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet 

mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and 

our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. 21 But we were 

hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the 

third day since these things happened. 22 Yes, and certain women of our company, who 

arrived at the tomb early, astonished us. 23 When they did not find His body, they came 

saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive. 24 And certain of 

those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him 

they did not see.”  
25 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the 

prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter 

into His glory?” 27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in 

all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.  
28 Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He 

would have gone farther. 29 But they constrained Him, saying, “Abide with us, for it is 

toward evening, and the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with them.  
30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and 

broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He 

vanished from their sight.  
32 And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with 

us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?”  

 

The truth was all around them, and they didn't see!  Jesus walked with them and they didn't see.  

Jesus spoke with them and they didn't see. 

 

Jesus broke bread with them, and then they knew Him! 



This sort of familiar action is what touches us too.  We can study the Word, Worship Him in 

song, pray and even wait on Him...and not recognize Him.   

 

Then He comes and does what He does, and we know Him...and all is right again! 

 

It isn't what we do (although obeying God is very important!), nor the simple teaching of the 

word.  It is Jesus Himself, revealing Himself to us!  HE is what makes all the difference! 

1 Samuel 4:3   

Imagine thinking that an _____________, even a venerated one, would be the _______ as having the Lord with 

you! 

 

David even got ______ when Uzzah was killed...but the Ark was never supposed to be in a cart...it was 

supposed to "float" like the Throne and the Cherubim!   

 

I am always reminded that God is _____ His symbols nor His objects, but He _____ the Living God... 

...We are to know _____…not His _________!! 

 

Luke 24:13–32    

The truth was all around them, and they didn't see!   

Jesus _________ with them and they didn't see.   

Jesus ________ with them and they didn't see. 

Jesus broke bread with them, and _________ they knew Him! 

 

It isn't what we ___, nor the simple teaching of the word.   

It is ________   ___________, revealing Himself to us!   

HE is what makes ______ the difference! 

 


