
VICARIOUS 
Part 2: The Life of Jesus 

Good morning Church!  

Continuing on, we’re taking a deeper look into the vast, innumerable blessings 
Jesus has purchased for us in taking on human flesh and redeeming us.  A couple 
weeks ago we looked at Christ’s birth, His very first foray in assuming humanity 
in order to redeem it. Then we looked at the events that followed:  

His circumcision on the 8th day, vicariously grafting us into the line of Abraham, 
which really is the Vine (capital “V” Vine.) of Himself! 

His obedience to the Father, even when it gave Mary and Joseph an anxiety 
attack. 

And His perfect faith in following the Father in everything He saw and heard the 
Father doing. 

Now we come to the next portion of His life and what exactly His life did for you. 

CHRIST WAS VICARIOUSLY BAPTIZED FOR YOU 
    13      Then Jesus *arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be 
baptized by him. 



          14      But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, 
and do You come to me?” 

          15      But Jesus answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this 
way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he *permitted Him. 

          16      After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; 
and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
as a dove and lighting on Him, 

          17      and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well-pleased.” 

Matthew 3:13-17 - NASB 

 

When we talk about baptism, we tend to think of dipping in a nice warm 
baptismal, or even being dunked into a larger, more natural body of water. But 
baptism has been around since before John the Baptist. It’s at least been around 
for quite a long time.  

But the Jews understood this about baptism, particularly here at this historic 
spot: it was for the express purpose of confessing sin and purifying oneself from 
sin. This is a foreshadowing moment, where Jesus is going to fulfill all 
righteousness and purify us! Truly, there is so much wealth here in this scene. 
While we were fully “submerged” in sin and drowning in destruction. Jesus came 



and fully “submerged” Himself into humanity to bring us back to the Shore of 
Adoption! The end result is one that is truly amazing. We now have total peace 
with the Father because of Jesus! 

That “submerged” state of being in “sin” leads me to my next point: 

CHRIST WAS VICARIOUSLY TEMPTED FOR YOU 
Matthew 4:1-11 NASB  

We find that the Holy Spirit has personally seen to it to drive Jesus into the 
wilderness, the desert. 

    Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 

          2      And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became 
hungry. 

          3      And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become bread.” 

          4      But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON 
BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF 
GOD.’ ” 

          5      Then the devil *took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the 
pinnacle of the temple, 



          6      and *said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; 
for it is written, 

         ‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; 

    and 

         ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, 

         SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’ ” 

          7      Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘YOU SHALL NOT 
PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.’ ” 

          8      Again, the devil *took Him to a very high mountain and *showed Him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 

          9      And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down 
and worship me.” 

          10      Then Jesus *said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL 
WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’ ” 

          11      Then the devil *left Him; and behold, angels came and began to 
minister to Him.  

Matthew 4:1-11 

So many of us deal with temptation on a regular basis. But it’s incredibly 
comforting to know that you are not struggling for nothing! In fact, why are you 



struggling at all? Even Paul says, 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such 
as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of 
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 

1 Corinthians 10:13-14 

The fact of the matter is that whatever tempts you, it is absolutely subservient 
to Jesus! It can’t help but be so! 

You might say, “Yeah, but Chris. That might be objectively true, but I’m not 
experiencing that in the subjective part of my life.” 

Well consider these verses: 

John 8:36  

Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 

Hebrews 2:17-18 

          17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For since He Himself was 
tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those 
who are tempted. 

And Galatians 5:16 - NASB 



       But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the 
flesh. 

 

CHRIST WAS VICARIOUSLY TRANSFIGURED FOR YOU 
          Six days later, Jesus *took with Him Peter and James and John, and 
*brought them up on a high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured 
before them; 

          3      And His garments became radiant and exceedingly white, as no 
launderer on earth can whiten them. 

          4      Elijah appeared to them along with Moses; and they were talking with 
Jesus. 

          5      Peter *said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make 
three tabernacles, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

          6      For he did not know what to answer; for they became terrified. 

          7      Then a cloud formed, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of 
the cloud, “This is My beloved Son, listen to Him!” 

          8      All at once they looked around and saw no one with them anymore, 
except Jesus alone. 

Mark 9:2-8 - NASB 



 

Did you notice in both passages, where Jesus is obeying the Father, the Father 
expresses His approval of the Son?  

Guess what? 

That approval is your’s by virtue of Jesus setting you right with the Father, He 
did that all by Himself! 

 

Leo the Great, a 4th century pope of the early church around the time of the 
Chalcedonian Council, had this to say: 

The Father was indeed present in the Son, and in the LORD’S brightness, which 
He had tempered to the disciples’ sight, the Father’s Essence was not separated 
from the Only-begotten: but, in order to emphasize the two-fold personality, as 
the effulgence of the Son’s body displayed the Son to their sight, so the Father’s 
voice from out the cloud announced the Father to their hearing. And when this 
voice was heard, “the disciples fell upon their faces, and were sore afraid,” 
trembling at the majesty, not only of the Father, but also of the Son: for they 
now had a deeper insight into the undivided Deity of Both: and in their fear they 
did not separate the One from the Other, because they doubted not in their faith 

 



Leo the Great. (1895). Sermons. In P. Schaff & H. Wace (Eds.), C. L. Feltoe 
(Trans.), Leo the Great, Gregory the Great (Vol. 12a, p. 164). New York: Christian 
Literature Company. 

 

CHRIST WAS VICARIOUSLY ELECTED FOR YOU 
Romans 4:9-12 - NASB 

          just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 

          5      He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 

          6      to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on 
us in the Beloved. 

 

Some believe that we are purely saved by God “electing” us, others believe that 
we are saved by our election of God.  

But it’s better than that! 

As both the Electing God and the Elected Man, He chose Himself, and in choosing 
Himself He elected all of mankind, who was wrapped up in His own flesh on that 
cross! 



               19      For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell 
in Him, 

          20      and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven. 

          21      And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, 
engaged in evil deeds, 

          22      yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in 
order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach 

Colossians 1:19-22 - NASB 

Or as the Amplified puts it, 

For it pleased the Father for all the fullness [of deity—the sum total of His 
essence, all His perfection, powers, and attributes] to dwell [permanently] in 
Him (The Son) and through [the intervention] of the Son to reconcile all things 
to himself. 

 

It is in discovering you were home before you left, that Jesus has accomplished 
all of this that we can finally see just how much the Father loves us. And more 
than that, He has given us the tools, the grace, and the power to overcome 



temptation, and more than that, to live a completely different, alien, foreign life 
as though we were already transfigured ourselves. 


