
VICARIOUS 
Part 4: The Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus 

Good morning Church!  

So far we have looked at the scope of what Jesus for you and for me in His 
Incarnation, His Life, His Death, and now we delve into the single greatest 
miracle witnessed by those crowds of hundreds of eye witnesses:  

His Resurrection and Ascension!  

Last month, we talked about the death of Jesus, how He was vicariously tortured 
and ultimately put to death both for you and as you!  

Something we talked about, and something that sets up what’s coming next is 
this: You simply must understand that the Cross was not to condition God to love 
you, but rather to remove sin from you! God already loved you while you were 
still setting yourself up as a rapid, fomenting enemy of God. He loved you while 
you were a hostile sinner! Now you are fresh, free, and forever embraced by the 
Father! THAT is what the Cross accomplished! 

Now, onto the fun part…   

CHRIST VICARIOUSLY RESURRECTED FOR YOU 
Romans 6:1-11  NKJV 

 



'What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in 
it? Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing 
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For 
he who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having 
been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion 
over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but 
the life that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise you also, reckon 
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.' 

Paul gives us the most beautiful picture here of the vicarious resurrection of 
Jesus and what it means for you and for me. We are not just legally associated 
with the death and resurrection of Jesus. This is not just a positional or 
theoretical resurrection for us! You have been actually, tangibly resurrected and 
brought back to true life with Jesus. Jesus as we read, is dead to sin once for all 
“he became sin who knew no sin.” and the beautiful reality is that death and sin 
have no more claim to you. We find this scripture, For the death that He died, 
He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God 
echoed in the book of Galatians: 



'I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. ' 

Galatians 2:20 NKJV 

 

What does this mean? It means that because Jesus became sin for us, and then 
died to that sin leaving it on the cross as you and for you, that you are 
permanently dead to sin and sin is permanently crucified to you. You have 
nothing to do with the world of darkness anymore. You have nothing to do with 
the world of sin anymore. You are a new creation. You are alive right now. 

This is kind of crazy, really, because what inevitably happens is that when you 
realize what Jesus did for you, you tell Jesus: “I’m willing to do anything for you!” 
”I will go anywhere for you! And I will suffer anything for you because I love 
you.” 

Just listen to Paul, the dude who approved the death of Steven as people laid the 
garments at his feet, look what he says about this Jesus that he once 
persecuted! 

 

'that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the 
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; ' 

Philippians 3:10 NASB 1995 

 



But this is not some kind of grit your teeth and endure sorts of desire that Paul 
has. Because Peter fully echoes the real heart behind this desire to participate 
in Christ’s death suffering and resurrection! 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.' 

1 Peter 1:3-5  NKJV 

 

This attitude is 100% celebratory! It’s not a masochistic desire for pain. We are 
not killing off sin by wanting to participate in Christ’s sufferings. What these 
two men are saying is that we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus 
because we celebrate salvation! We celebrate being fully united to the Father! 
This is an attitude of celebration! An Attitude of, “I’m having a good time no 
matter what my outer circumstances look like.” 

 

 

CHRIST VICARIOUSLY ASCENDED FOR YOU 
Mark 16:19 NKJV 



'So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into 
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. ' 

We come down to this passage in Mark Jesus gives power and authority to the 
disciples and tells them to wait. He says to wait here a little while until you are 
closed power. Why does he do that? Because he is ascending to the father and 
taking a seat at the right hand.  

What does this mean? 

 I’m glad you asked. 

'But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He 
loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, ' 

 

Ephesians 2:4-6 NKJV 

Did you see that? Jesus ascended to the father so that he could vicariously seat 
you square in Papa‘s lap. Jesus ascended to the father and because of your union 
with him you are seated at the right hand of the father. Paul flat out says that 
you are seated in heavenly places right now!  

The late theologian James B. Torrance writes about the Ascension saying,  



“The Son of God takes our humanity, sanctifies it by His vicarious life in the 
Spirit, carries it to the grave to be Crucified and buried in him, and in his 
Resurrection and Ascension carries it into the holy presence of God.” 

Dr. Alexandria Radcliffe also writes,  

“The ascension is the indispensable counterpart to Jesus‘s descent in the 
incarnation. At Christ’s ascension, our new humanity is raised up in Christ to 
share by the Spirit in his perfect relationship with the Father.” 

To top it all off, Apostle Paul himself lends his vision of the effects of the 
Resurrection and the Ascension to us: 

”But if the spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies through his spirit who dwells in you.” 

Romans 8:11 NKJV 

 

This is not just a matter of semantics, nor is it just a theory.  

This is reality.  

When you don’t feel connected to the Father, the truth is that you're seated in 
His lap! 

If you feel like He’s 1,000,000 miles away.  

You are sitting with the Father. 



When finances seem like they’re running you over and you don’t know if the next 
bill is going to be paid.  

You are sitting with the Father. 

When you feel anxiety coming on, and another panic attack is threatening to 
throw you off course.  

You are sitting with the Father. 

When you question your faith.  

You are sitting with the Father. 

When you feel alone.  

You are sitting with the Father. 

When you feel depressed and sad.  

You are sitting with the Father. 

No matter what you feel, or doubt or struggle with.  

You are in Daddy‘s lap with His arms around you And you are safe. You are loved. 
You are his.  

Next time we’re gonna dig into a really exciting part, the epic conclusion, if you 
will, of this whole series! That being, the vicarious nature of Pentecost! 


